School shootings spur training course for security officers

BY ANNIE ZAK
STAFF WRITER

n the wake of several
school shootings in recent
years, Golden West College
is launching a program to
train people who want to
begome campus safety offi-
cers or simply wish to
brpaden their knowledge of
cempus safety.

The campus safety offi-
cer course, which will be
administered through the
community college’s Crimi-
nal Justice Training Center,
is a five-week course over
five consecutive Saturdays
starting March 1 and costs
$300 per person.

| Students will learn how
to notice behavior in people
who could later be danger-
qus and how to respond to
campus emergencies and
conflict resolution.

After taking fhe class,
students will have the train-
ing required to get a state
security guard card.

A student would still
need to take an additional
firearms course outside of
Golden West if he wanted to
become an armed guard.

The program is a result
of a safety symposium held
last summer at Golden
West in which school safety
officers and local education
officials gathered to figure
out how to prepare for what
they called “low-frequency,
high-risk events” such as
school shootings.

Arthur Cummins, an ad-
ministrator for safe and
healthy schools ‘at the
Orange County Depart-
ment of Education, said
that in comparison to some
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Current and former law-enforcement officers, from left,
Joseph Chirillo, Jess Gilman, Mike Colver and John
McLaughlin were invelved in developing the campus se-
curity officer training course for Golden West College.

emergencies.

interest.
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A look at the program

Golden West College's new campus safety officer
training course aims to give potential security
guards and people who are regularly at schools a
comprehensive understanding of how to notice
warning signs for dangerous behavior and deal with

When: Starting March 1, for five consecutive
Saturdays. The class will be repeated based on

Cost: $300 per person, plus $25 for materials.
Registration deadline: Feb. 20

Basic instruction: Training about laws, social media
issues, adolescent behavior, disasters and
emergencies, mediation and conflict resolution.

training courses, Golden
West’s program is more up-
dated in light of school
shootings in the past 10
years.

“It’s research-based
as well as field-based,” he
said. “The curriculum
(gives) basic things for any-
one working with youth and

young adults as far as deal-
ing with escalating behav-
ior, but also tactieal infor-
mation and protocol for
shootings.” .

One private firm, an Ir-
vine company called Evi-
dence-Based Ine., is send-
ing all of its officers through
the training course.

Employees of Evidence-
Based Inc., which recently
signed a $1.4 million con-
tract to put armed guards
on campuses in Beverly
Hills public schools, will be
the first to go through the
program.

“We knew that the state
has minimal training re-
quirements per se for a ba-
sic security officer to be al-
lowed onto a campus,” said
John MecLaughlin with Evi-
dence-Based Ine., which
helped Golden West devel-
op the course. “We felt that
was not adequate even as a
starting point. The whole
concept was to come up
with a standardized train-
ing model.”
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Santa Monica College students leave flowers at a memo-
rial after a fatal shooting last year at the school.

Colleene Preciado, the a-
cademy coordinator of
Golden West’s Specialized
Investigator’s Basic
Course, said while Evi-

dence-Based Inc. will be the
first to enroll, she will be
sending a brochure about
the program to schools and
school distriets.

“I would love to have
PTA members go through
this eourse, janitors, custo-
dial staff - whoever is on a
campus at any time,” she
said. “This course is for
them, in addition to people
who want to do this for a liv-
ing.”

The class will be taught
by a team that includes peo-
ple who work in law en-
forcement, school public
safety, mental health and
school administration.
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HELP SHARE YOUR
SCHOOL'S NEWS

School days are filled

with more than test scores

and sports practice. We
want to know what's hap-
pening at your campus and
share students’ success
with our readers.

Whether it's the drama
or the chorus depart-
ment's latest production,
activities on campus or
even cool experiments in
the science labs, we want
to know about it.

Maybe there is an
amazing teacher, staffer
or student at your school,
someone who goes above

and beyond.
We're looking for par-
ents and staff in the Hun-

trict to send us news
about what's going on in
your school, along with

tington -Beagdschuol dis-

photos. Tell us what hap-

pened, who was there and
why it happened. If you're
supporting @ fundraiser,
tell us information such as
how much money was
raised and who'll benefit.

Interested?  Contact
Mike Cisneros or send an
email to hbwave@ocregis-
ter.com.



